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Volunteers: the Heartbeat of our Community  

Your neighbors, the men and women of the Tellico Village Fire/Rescue Team, come from backgrounds as varied as you could imagine. From tow-truck owner to 
nursing to construction manager and everything in between. They are trained, in house, to state certified standards and now are your front line …on call 24/7 
their mission is to save lives and property.  

A strong bond and dedication to service are the hallmarks of the TVVFD mambers. Rewarding and enriching is a constant theme. Here are thoughts expressed 
from retired and honored members of the team.

Continuing the traditions and call to service are these newest members.
MIKE JAOUEN  
Served six years in the USAF and nine years in the 
Army National Guard, Retired from the New York State 
Police after twenty-six years. Moved to Toqua Coves 
in 2019. He has “always thought highly of volunteers. 
I told myself when I retire I would join up. I wanted to 
associate with like minded people.”

JEFF WELLS  
Retired from the Army Nurse Corps with the rank of 
Lt. Colonel. Moved to the Tanasi neighborhood and 
volunteered his services because he wants to “offer  
my medical expertise to the community as well as 
learn the skill of fire fighting.”

BOB LENNINGTON  
Retired from the Geneseo N.Y. Fire Department where 
he served as the Assistant Fire Chief and Fire Marshal. 
Moved to Chatuga Neighborhood 2019. He said his 
reason for joining the TVVFD is “to pass on experience 
and skills and to help protect my new community” 

These active and retired volunteers could have rested on past laurels. They choose, instead, to put their various skills to a greater use and provide professional, 
dedicated and neighborly Fire/Rescue services to you and your family. 

Consider joining your neighbors; volunteer and become a member of the Fire/Rescue Team. The rewards are, indeed, enriching.  

Contact Dennis Harris 865-456-0152 for more information.

Pictured left to right – Mike Jaouen, Jeff Wells, Bob Lennington. 

Serving ten years on TVVFD was not on my radar 
when I moved to Tellico Village in late 2001. 
Providing comfort & assistance to persons in 
need was always rewarding. In retrospect it 

became a top tier experience and opportunity in 
my early retirement years. TVVFD continues as a 

valuable asset to residents of Tellico Village.   
Lowell Studebaker

I spent 14 years in the department. 
Being able to serve the villagers as 
a Emergency Medical Responder 

and Firefighter was a very 
rewarding experience. It was 

also an honor to be part of such a 
dedicated group of volunteers. 

Harmon Towne  

The week I became qualified, I went on 3 medical calls and  
saw what this calling was all about:  being the best caring  

medical person I could be on what might be the worst day my  
patient ever experienced.   

I retired from the department in 2012. Those 10 years were the most 
rewarding work I have ever done. It was a pleasure working with this 
dedicated group in serving our community. I am very proud of TVVFD. 

Larry Hardesty

“Volunteers do not necessarily have t he t ime …they just have t he heart.”      
Elizabeth Andrew
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors 2020 Campaign 
Yes, I want to join the 100% Club. Enclosed is my donation.

_______ $50      _______ $100      _______ $125       _______ $150       _______ Other   

Name______________________________________   Address________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: TVVFD, 210 Chota Rd. Loudon, TN 37774
Thank you!                            

Villagers Supporting Fire/Rescue Committee: Jo Davis, Dennis Dougherty, Rich Herbst, Cap Purvis, Jim Nelson
To contact us send an email to tvvfd.vsfr@gmail.com.  

Thank you for your generous moral and financial support.

“Brain tissue dies rapidly when a stroke cuts blood flow to the brain,” says Dr. 
Pramod Sethi, Neurologist and Medical Director of Cone Health’s Stroke Center.
A stroke is a medical emergency, and rapid treatment can impede and reduce 
brain damage and other complications. Do not take a wait-and-see approach or 
drive yourself or a loved one to the hospital. Call 911 and the Tellico village Fire/
Rescue Team  will respond immediately.
Arriving via emergency medical service (EMS) allows the patient to bypass the 
usual  triage process and be seen immediately by providers who have been 
notified and are there waiting, all of which saves precious time and brain tissue.
Remember the acronym FAST to recognize a stroke:

Face:   Sudden weakness of the face 
Arms:   Sudden weakness of an arm 
Speech:   Sudden difficulty speaking 
Time:   Record the time the symptoms started

Your Tellico Village Fire/Rescue Team is on call 24/7 and treats all calls as an 
urgent plea for help.

Help us Help You: How to Protect Your Family
Here are a few tips that are easy to implement, have low impact on your lifestyle but will have a huge impact on your chance to avoid the unthinkable. 

•  Close your door. A fire needs fuel, heat and oxygen. You may not be able to control 
the fuel and heat but you can affect the flow of oxygen. Closed doors can keep more 
oxygen in a your room and will impede the spread of oxygen needed by the fire. 
Closed doors can also keep the room temperature under 100 degrees with the door 
open the temps can reached dangerous levels rather quickly.

•  Smoke alarms save lives. Are yours up to date ? Do you have one in every room? Are 
they well maintained? 

•  A home escape plan saves lives. If fire breaks out in your house you may have less than 
five minutes to get to safety. Pre planning is a life saving essential. Do you have an 
escape plan? Do the members of your household know about it? Do you all practice 
the plan? Have you identified a meeting place outside your house so all household 
members can be accounted for?

For more detail go to www.nfpa.org/education

Greater Foundations Women’s Club of TV  
Contributes to Your Safety and Comfort
It is oftentimes very painful when a patient with a fractured hip, pelvis or 
leg is lifted onto a spine board for transport to a hospital. The Women’s 
club of TV has generously donated funds for the purchase of a “scoop” 
stretcher which can be slid under the patient thus allowing medical staff to 
“scoop” rather than lift the patient. A less risky and less painful experience.

When Minutes are Critical

It is great having your services 
in Tellico Village knowing in 
an emergency we can count on 
professionism and empathy.        

       BOB AND CAREN

Thanks you for your quick 
arrival, skills kindness and 
support.Our village is blessed 
to have you.          

     KATHY AND BRUCE

Thanks you for the great help 
and response recently. Very 
helpful. I so much appreciate 
your First Responders.       

     JUDY

Jan Sampson, GFWC VPublic Relations Committee; Cathy Maxwell, President of GFWC; Rick Papke,  
EMS Deputy Chief TVVFD; Bruce Hamilton, Deputy Chief of TVVFD  

Thanks to the TV Women’s Club for their generous and continuing support. 


